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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents,

19th February
School Swimming
Carnival
22nd February
Kinder Welcome
Picnic
3.30-4.30pm
Classroom Visit
Fr Luke 5/6B
2.00-3.00pm
23rd February
Playgroup Meeting
9.00am
26th February
Caritas Just
Leadership Day
Year 6
9.00-3.00pm
27th February
Archdiocese
Swimming

We are considering creating a playgroup for St Patrick’s parish and school families, Fr Luke
and I have met and we hope that this possibility can become a reality in 2018. We would
like to convene an initial meeting to canvas interest and support for a play group. Please
come along next Friday 23rd of February for a cup of tea and chat in the resource room at
the back of the church. We will have some toys for the children whilst we make plans!
This week I would like to share with you the next aspect of our plan for 2018, under the
priority of Performance.
Professional learning communities are
developed to build understanding and
efficacy to support active collaboration
around instructional matters.

Here is a photo of the canteen after refurbishment.
WOW what a difference. The school sincerely
thanks the hardworking P&F for the fundraising and
funding support of $15,000 to make this
transformation happen.

By December 2018, we will achieve an average increase of 20% in literacy and numeracy
outcomes by challenging students in the upper bands/further along the learning progression.
 Pedagogical content knowledge is prioritised for literacy and numeracy for
teachers.
 School instructional coaches are used to
improve instructional practice.
 Professional communities are developed
to build understanding and efficacy to
support active collaboration around
instructional matters.
 The professional communities are focussed on the enhancement of the
quality of teaching and raising student
performance
 Student learning samples (Make, Say,
Write, Do) are used as a basis for
teacher moderation.
 Time is prioritised for improvement in
teaching and learning, evidenced by
timetabling and collaborative structures (PLC)
 Data and evidence from classroom observations and student data (system,
school and teacher identified)
 Professional Learning Community minutes
reflect moderation

Today the term 1 SRC ventured with me to the
Bega Show for a short look at behind the scenes.
We heard a talk on poultry and on old machinery
and saw a little of the ring events – horse riding.
This year we will have a rotation of SRC reps with a
new council each term. They are being chosen from
the ‘pop stick’ cup of names. We hope to give many
children the opportunity to step up in this way.
Stories from the children’s learning will come next
week.
Blessings on the journey through Lent to Easter.

Jo

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Staff were fortunate to have a visit from our Mathematics consultant, Leonie Anstey last week. She was
able to model some maths strategies to use in classrooms, to promote deeper thinking and learning. Her
focus is very much child-centered - what do students already know and where to next? Maths for the 21st
century learner is ‘hands-on’ - what can the child ‘Make, Say, Write, Do’ to show they understand the
concept given?
I encourage all parents to support their children’s learning of maths at home - help to make learning
practical and relevant to their needs and interests. Give them opportunities to use maths in meaningful
ways adding up the cost of their lunch orders, forward and backward counting in the car, or estimating
the cost of the groceries being purchased at the store. The ideas are endless! Try the problem below for
a bit of fun!

Best wishes
Mary-Ann
Assistant Principal

Red Cross Tea Rooms: Baking for the Red Cross Tea Rooms is
needed for Tuesday 27th February please bring any food
donations to the school office by 9am.

FROM THE REC

Hi Parents. Even though we have a focus
on Numeracy at our school, we don’t
like to see clothes ‘multiplying’ on our
Lost Property trolley. Please ensure that
all clothing items are labelled with the
current student’s name. Please check
the lost property for any of your child’s
items. Thank you for your support in this
matter.

Religious Education in 4/5M
What have you been learning about in Religion?
We have been learning about Making Jesus Real. We have been looking out for students who are living
like Jesus; these students are given Gotcha Moments. For Lent we learnt about Shrove Tuesday and
Ash Wednesday and have chosen something to give up or make better.
Shrove Tuesday - St Patrick’s celebrated Shrove Tuesday with pancakes and maple syrup,
raising $200 for Project Compassion! Thank you for your support in this way.

P&F NEWS
Canteen volunteers needed. For the canteen to operate successfully there needs to be 3 volunteers
rostered for the day. Please consider your availability! A small contribution from many will make a BIG
difference. Thanks for considering!

SPORTS NEWS

Yesterday 23 St Pat’s children travelled to Narooma to compete at the 5 th Zone Swimming Carnival. Several
children achieved PB’s. It was a new experience for some of our younger swimmers. Jontae Thompson was
named Junior Boy Champion. Well done Jontae! The top 4 place getters become part of the 5 th Zone Team and
travel to Boorowa on the 27th February. St Pat’s have 9 children selected. Two of our 8 year olds, Maddie Woods
and Nate Irvin, both achieved 2nd in freestyle, what a great effort! Jontae Thompson and Brodie Irvin came home
with ribbons and will be in more than one event. Danny Swan picked up a 3 rd in the Freestyle. Kirstyn Thomas
swam a PB and gained a place in Butterfly. Our Junior Boys Relay Team swam strongly for a 2 nd. Only the first 2
teams move forward in the relays. The team is Brodie Irvin, Lincoln Thompson, Tim Swan and Jontae Thompson.
Jasper Kelly won the Senior Boys Breaststroke.
Last Thursday Rory Deighton and Jasper Kelly travelled to Gundagai to try out for the Canberra Goulburn Cricket
team. Both boys made the side and now travel back to Gundagai next Thursday to play against Wagga Diocese for
selection in a combined team. Well done boys and good luck next week!

Opening Mass

Shrove Tuesday

