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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents,

At the beginning of the year the teachers and classes have spent time reteaching the 3 St
Patrick’s School rules. Students have shared their thinking about the ways in which every
person in our community can contribute to the happiness and growth of our school. Please
ask your child to name our 3 school rules, and what they mean in terms of words and actions.

Respect, Share,

Look , Listen ,

Grow.

Learn!

Be Safe,
Be Happy.

We were blessed on Wednesday with better weather for our school swimming carnival. We
thank Mrs Harnett for her preparations and organisation that ensured a successful day. We
thank the staff and the parent helpers, the house captains and vice captains for their
contributions. It was impressive to see some students stretch themselves to participate in
events that were a big challenge and to succeed! It was wonderful to hear many children
working hard to contribute to their team points. THANK YOU ONE AND ALL!
This week I continue to share with you the school goals for the year in the strategic area of
Performance:
Teachers know exactly what students need to understand and can enable their next steps, students
are equally clear about what they must learn and how they can prove they have learnt it.
Þ Analyse our school’s data and facilitate conversations regarding implications of data for teaching and
learning across the curriculum
Þ Use the analysis of student performance data to determine the interventions required
Þ Develop knowledge and skill to use the NSW Learning Progressions and their links to syllabus documents
Þ Coaching is established and data is tracked
Þ Instructional walks provide the basis for teacher professional learning.
Þ Learning baselines are established (term1) for all students and are updated each term
Þ Data walls are used
Þ LPs are used for the basis of data walls and facilitating conversations.
Þ Teacher programming reflects the NSW syllabus and is linked to the needs of students represented by the
learning progressions.
Þ Teacher evidence reflects a 3-5 feedback examples
Þ Student work samples reflects Make Say Write Do as evidence of learning
Þ Teachers use a variety of Learning Intentions and success criteria
During Lent the emphasis for us is on preparing for Easter through prayer, almsgiving and
‘giving up’ or ‘taking up.’ We are called to focus on our journey in relationship with God; we
are recalled to the commitment of Baptism. Lord, during this Lenten season, nourish me with

Your Word of life and make me one with You in love and prayer.
Blessings on the week ahead. Jo

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents/Carers and Students,
What a great swimming carnival we had on Wednesday. Thank you to all those students for cheering
for your schoolmates and having a great attitude on the day and to teachers for their help and
supervision. Big thanks to Mrs Harnett for all of her organisation and enthusiasm!
Teachers are well and truly in the process of collecting data about their learners. Catholic Education
requires us to collect, analyse and report on data every February and November, so that we have a
clear indication of student needs and direction for growth and progress. The focused areas are those
of Literacy and Numeracy – finding out how well your children can read and comprehend texts and
how students learn mathematics in their development of numbers. Students in Years 5 and 6 have
been doing activities from the Learning and Assessment Framework (LAF), to develop their
multiplicative thinking skills. All in all, this gives us a great basis for ‘where to next’ with your children.
Please let your children’s class teacher know if there are any problems that may affect their ability to
learn. Students learn best if they have a sense of wellbeing, enjoy positive relationships at home and
at school and have met their personal needs of sufficient sleep, healthy food and exercise. Let’s work
together to ensure that your children have the best opportunities to rise to their full potentials!
Blessings on the learning trail,
Mary-Ann Fraser

FROM THE REC
Religious Education in 5/6L
What have you been learning about in Religion?

Ash Wednesday - why Ash Wednesday is celebrated and where the ashes come from.

Lent - a time of prayer, almsgiving and fasting.

How to find a passage in the Bible.

Jesus’ values
Ayesha and Sakchham
What is The Big Vegie Crunch?
Did you know that only 5.4% of Australian children eat enough vegetables?
To encourage students to eat more vegetables, our school will be taking part in The Big Vegie Crunch
(as part of Vegetable Week) on Thursday 1st March at 10 am.
Schools across NSW will be joining together to break the record for the most students crunching
vegetables simultaneously.
What can you do to help?
Pack a container of vegetables (not fruit) for your child to eat on the day
Keep serving up the vegetables at home!
If you require more information on what activities our school is doing over Vegetable Week, please
contact the school or your child’s teacher.

SCHOOL BANKING

School Banking Day is FRIDAY

SPORTS NEWS
After a false start on Monday the weather on Wednesday was perfect for our swimming carnival. It
was good to see so many children entering into events. For the less confident children there were
spot races for house points.
The Junior Primary children joined in for some free play in the smaller pools and spent some time in
the new park, on the way back. The winning house for 2018 is Tenison. Congratulations to our Age
Champions:
Jnr Boy – Jontae Thompson
Jnr Girl – Ivy Smith
11Yr Boy - Lachlan Marks
11 yr Girl Kirstyn Thomas
Snr Boy – Danny Swan
Snr Girl - Lily Mark

P&F NEWS
School Disco – Favourite Characters
We are holding our annual school disco on Friday, 16 March
2018 from 6.00 pm until 8.00 pm in the school hall. Our
theme this year is “Favourite Characters”. Come along
dressed up as your favourite character or wear your t-shirt
with your favourite character on it. We can’t wait to see
what you all come up with!
We will be running a canteen that will serve sausage sandwiches (the sausages
are gluten-free and gluten-free bread will be available), chips, killer pythons, fruit
juice poppers and bottled water. We will also be selling glow sticks from the
canteen.
We are looking for volunteers to help out in the canteen and the stalls. A note will
be sent home for you to nominate a stall in which you would like to work. We hope
to get enough volunteers so you will only be needed for a 30 minute period. You
can’t miss out on the opportunity to burn up the dance floor yourself!!
Any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Tam Prime on 0429 599 941.

Changes in Social & Fundraising Committee
I am stepping down from my role as the Social & Fundraising Committee Coordinator. The past two
years have been so exciting being able to bring together fun events for the kids of St Pat’s and
raising money for the school. I would like to take the opportunity to thank my amazing committee
who have worked hard (and will continue to) in creating these events. Their hard work and
dedication is incredible. Love your work!
As I have said on many occasions, the events cannot be run without the help of parents,
grandparents and families who volunteer. I will not be far away and promise to volunteer at as many
events as possible. Volunteering at events is a great way to meet other people and get involved in
the school community so I hope to see everyone who can help out, put their hand up for one event
this year.
Thank you again, St Pat’s Community! It has been a blast. Kat Hergenhan

Red Cross Tea Rooms: Baking for the
Red Cross Tea Rooms is needed for
Tuesday 27th February. Please bring any
food donations to the school office by
9am.

Today we held a

Playgroup meeting

to canvas interest in a regular playgroup for St
Patrick’s School and Parish children. Thank you
to the families who were able to come along! We
are going to have 2 further ‘come and play’ dates
in the school hall to see if there is interest in progressing the idea. Put the dates in your calendar:

Friday 23rd March 9-10am
Friday 13th April 9-10am

