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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents,
At the end of an 11 week term my first note is one of gratitude to everyone in our school
community for your contribution to our school. Thank you for the ongoing collaboration
between school and home towards positive outcomes in learning for all our children. The
classes that have celebrated learning with the parent community have been able to
communicate powerfully the great things that are happening for them as learners and class
members. Thanks to our dedicated staff for great teaching in term 1. I would like to thank Mrs
Lucas for her term teaching Monday in 34L and Friday in 56B. Mrs Lucas is returning to her
passion area of teaching senior secondary students. We welcome Mrs Janelle Wiley to the
position. We thank Mrs Mallard for teaching Kinder on Wednesday, and support her as she
focuses on her support teacher role in the school. We welcome Mrs Megan Lewin to the role
in Kinder.
Yesterday Mr Ross Fox came to St Patrick’s to meet us and to get to know our school and
context. He met with the staff, the SRC and visited each class ending with a cup of tea with
parents. The teachers were very keen for Mr Fox to enter each class and observe/engage
with learners in the learning of the time rather than put on a special ‘other’ performance. Ross
seemed very keen also to see our students busy in their core business – learning. I appreciate
the participation of some parents in the meet and greet in the library – thank you.
As we continue our review year on how we celebrate and recognise learners and learning at
St Patrick’s I would like to share the next steps in our plan. Our change from a single item
sharing or ‘performance’ at fortnightly assembly to class based celebrations is taking traction.
We will be taking student data and feedback as well as at a staff level. We look forward to
parent feedback around this and will create a forum through which parent comments can be
made. As all students are working with their teacher on setting personal learning goals the
recognition of learning statements or certificates will start to be generated. This will be a
collaboration between students and their teachers. The review on the school vision awards
and how we recognise learners as all capable contributors and achievers of our vision is also
progressing.
Based on research and school data to trial in 2018 a change to classroom based
celebrations of learners and learning – both aspects: sharing and recognition.
“This is one of the most robust findings in social science—and also one of the most ignored,”
wrote Daniel Pink, author of Drive: The Surprising Truth About What Motivates Us. Pursuit of the
trinket or prize extinguishes what might have been a flicker of internal interest in a subject,
suffocating the genuine sources of motivation: mastery, autonomy and purpose.
“To say ‘do this, and you’ll get that’ makes people lose interest in ‘this,’ ” said Alfie Kohn, author
of Punished by Rewards. Awards are that much worse than rewards, Kohn added, because they
are simply prizes made artificially limited.
Each class has a minimum of one formal ‘Celebration of Learning’ per semester.
Parents / carers are invited to share in experience.
Another class may be invited to share.
Students collaborate with teachers and peers to shape their goal based ‘recognition of learning’
statements that can be shared / presented at the celebrations of learning or each semester.
Across the year all children collaborate with teachers and peers to shape their ‘recognition of living
the Vision’ statement that is sent home with the Semester 2 report.

Other news: The Mother’s Day breakfast, liturgy and stall is being shaped and is at the end of
week 2 of term 2. The Beachathon is at the end of week 4 of term 2 a flyer has come home
today with information.
May you have a happy and safe holiday. Please remember quiet days are as important as
busy days for our children in the holidays so they get to re-energise for term 2!
Blessings, Jo

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Holiday time is upon us. A great way to continue your child’s literacy learning is to continue listening to them read
and reading to them daily.
Another way for them to improve their skills is to use the program Reading Eggs and Reading Eggspress. We
have organised with the company 3P Learning to offer your children a 2-week trial of this online program. Children
in K, K1M, 12B and 23C have done a pre-test at school to find the starting point for them. A parent letter is going
home with their usernames and passwords. The letter explains how to log onto the program and its benefits.
Reading Eggs/Reading Eggspress can be used on any device that has internet access.
Many students love using this resource as it gives them instant feedback on their learning and has fun activities.
Please have your children work through the lessons at home. Teachers and parents are able to access the data
to see how each child is progressing.
If your child is not in the above classes and you would like them to trial the program, please let me know and I will
add their names to the trial. Go to maryann.fraser@cg.catholic.edu.au. Reading Eggspress can be used for
students up to 13 years old.
We will be asking for your feedback at the end of the holidays to see what you think about this resource. Enjoy the
holidays and happy reading!!
Many blessings for the holidays!
Mary-Ann

FROM THE REC
Religious Education in 4/5M
This term we learned about the Easter season, including Palm Sunday.
Last week we started preparation for First Eucharist.
We have:

Made a word wall

Learned about Sacraments

Read stories from the Bible
Falyn and Sienna

SPORTS NEWS
Coles
Thank you to everyone who sent in Coles dockets. The response was great and we appreciate the extra help
from those with in the parish community. We look forward to finding out what we have earned to spend on new
sports equipment.
Cross Country
The school cross country was held yesterday in summer like conditions. Congratulations to those who gained
places and well done to all the children who participated. The Southern Region carnival will be held at Wolumla
week 2 of next term. Those children who have been selected to represent St Pat's have been given a
permission sheet, please return these to school with the levy ASAP.

PARISH NEWS
Please join Fr Luke in Tathra Church for the Welcoming of MacKillop Woods Way Pilgrims David Schutz,
Sean Deany and Josh Martin.
Please join me 6pm at Tathra Church on Wednesday 18th of April for a Hot Soup Meal and a talk on
Pilgrimages by David Schutz.
This would interest anyone who is curious about Pilgrimage, the ‘Aussie Camino’. Pilgrimage is a growing
tradition in Australia, one which taps into a very long Catholic tradition. These pilgrims are undertaking a trek
from Penola SA to MacKillop Place North (a journey that will be undertaken over a few years. Last year the
pilgrims made it as Far as Eden. This year they will pass through our Parish Church in Tathra on their way to
Ulladulla.

PLAYGROUP NEWS
Thanks to the families that came for our 3rd trial of playgroup this morning. We are going to host playgroup in the
school hall fortnightly 9-10am in term 2. This will be in the odd weeks of term starting week 1 Friday 4 th May.

