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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents,
Learning: This week I have enjoyed time in most classrooms observing learners and
learning, and talking with students about their learning. In Year 1/2B the children were learning
about time and had the task of recording all the facts and words they knew about time on a
brainstorming chart. One of the children, Sophie, knew that the moon in some way was used to
determine the date of Easter each year. She wanted to learn just what that relationship was, so
she posed a thoughtful question and we worked together on finding out the answer. Sophie then
taught the class some things she had learned. It is wonderful to walk the learning journey with our
children and to see them being tenacious in their learning. Listening to other children read has
been another highlight for me.
Enrolments: This year we are focussing on enrolments in the month of June. If you are enrolling
a child for next year please contact Elise at the office or call in and pick up an enrolment pack.

Lumen Open Day- Speech screening: Next week we will begin a short program of speech screening for all of the
Seniors
children in Kinder, Year 1 and some other children across the school. Clear articulation is very
10.20-1.30
important in the learning process. It is very important that we do as much as we can as early as
we can to ensure our children have all their speech sounds. I ask all parents of children across
School Board
the grades who are given a consent form to please return this to school at your earliest
Meeting
convenience. As a school we are investing in experts so that we can ensure that the interventions
that our children need can be named. We will then support families to find the best practitioner to
6pm
follow up.
31st May
First Eucharist
6.30pm
1st June
Playgroup
9am
KG Excursion
Sleepout
School Hall
5.30pm
2nd June
Sleepout
Pick up 8.30am

LNAP Phase 2: A Literacy and Numeracy Initiative at St Patrick’s
The NSW Literacy and Numeracy Strategy 2017-2020 is a plan announced by the Premier Mike
Baird and the Minister for Education Adrian Piccoli on 21 September 2016 to ensure NSW
students have the essential literacy and numeracy skills they need for success in learning and in
life. Funds are given to our school by the NSW Government and matched by the Archdiocese of
Canberra & Goulburn over these four years.
CATHOLIC EDUCATION ARCHDIOCESE OF Canberra & Goulburn has embraced this
opportunity with enthusiasm. We have a shared moral purpose to improve our students’ learning.
We are fortunate to have teachers committed to the action plan. Over the four years, teachers at
St Patrick’s will be trained in best practice, intervention in the early years of schooling, explicit
teaching instruction and better, faster diagnostic assessments.
As a professional learning community, working with parents and the wider community, we are
excited to be part of this wonderful learning journey together.
BEACHATHON: Thanks to all for your support of our annual Beachathon today. Another
great day of fun and community. Thanks to the P&F for organising the event and cooking up a
sausage sizzle storm!
Kind Regards,
Jo

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Last week I wrote about the importance of Music in education. As we are making the most of our
opportunity for music at St Patrick’s this term, Alicia Spicer is running motor intervention with small
groups of students on Wednesday mornings, giving them extra time to develop some applicable
skills in movement and music. These groups will change throughout the year, offering other
students this opportunity.
Kind regards
Mary-Ann Fraser

FROM THE REC
Religious Education in 2/3C
This term the focus is the Eucharist. We have read bible stories such as the Last Supper and have
been learning about the parts of the Mass. The four parts of the Mass are we talk to God, God talks
to us, We give to God, God gives to us. We have also been learning different prayers like the St
Patrick’s prayer and the Hail Mary. We have explored Google Maps and looked at different Catholic
churches and schools and why they have been given their names.
By Luke and Lincoln A
First Eucharist - Dates for your Diary

Family Mass– 27th May at 5pm

Retreat –Wednesday 30th May

First Eucharist – Thursday 31st May at 6:30pm

CANTEEN NEWS
Canteen is moving to QkR
We are constantly seeking ways to improve the services we offer to our
families. With this in mind, we have introduced QkR payments to the canteen.
rd
From Monday 3 of May ordering lunch can all be done from your smart device, with the aim
to phase out cash payments by the end of this year. Recess purchases will remain the same for
now.
Kylie is looking forward to the efficiency and better quality information we will get from the app,
compared to the manual handling of money and orders required with the current process. We hope
St Pats families will support the change and enjoy the convenience.
IMPORTANT NOTE: QkR is the preferred method of payment for canteen orders. Orders close at
8am Monday morning.
If you would like to join our canteen roster please express your interest through Skoolbag or contact
the school office on 64925500.

OFFICE NEWS
SCHOOLS FEES ARE DUE TODAY.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Hi, I’m in a production of Aladdin Jr. I’m in the ensemble (townspeople). It
stars a young girl who falls in love with a boy but she is not allowed to marry
anyone but a prince. So if you love romance and action come along to a
whole new world.
Steph Taylor

